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PUBLIC HEALTH? GENERAL 
Part I. General Administration 
Subpart 3. Licensing 
Chapter 93. Hospitals 
Subchapter A. General Provisions 
§9301. Purpose 
A. The purpose of the hospital laws and standards is to provide for the development, establishment and 
enforcement of standards for the care of individuals in hospitals and for the construction, maintenance and 
operation of hospitals which shall promote safe and adequate treatment of individuals in hospitals . 
1. Except as otherwise provided herein, hospitals shall provide directly or under arrangements the 
following professional departments, services, facilities and functions: a. organization and general services: 
b. nursing services; c. pharmaceutical services; d. radiological services; e. laboratory services; f. food and 
dietetic services; g. medical record services; h. quality assessment and improvement; i. physical 
environment; j. infection control; k. respiratory care services. 

2. Except as otherwise provided herein, hospitals may provide the following optional services directly or 
under arrangements: a. surgical services; b. anesthesia services; c. nuclear medicine services; d. outpatient 
services; e. rehabilitation services; f. psychiatric services; g. obstetrical and newborn services; h. pediatric 
services; i. emergency services. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.40:2100-2115. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Office of the 
Secretary, LR 13:246 (April 1987), amended by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the 
Secretary, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 21:177 (February 1995), LR 29:2399 (November 
2003). 

§9302. Definitions 
Repealed. 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Office of the 
Secretary, LR 13:246 (April 1987), amended by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the 
Secretary, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 21:177 (February 1995), repealed LR 29:2400 
(November 2003). 

§9303. Definitions 
A. The following definitions of selected terminology are used in connection with Chapter 93.  Accredited? 
the approval by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations or American 
Osteopathic Association. 

Administrator? (see Chief Executive Officer).  Anesthesiologist? a physician, dentist, or osteopath 
physician, who has successfully completed an approved residency program in anesthesiology, or who is a 
diplomat of either the American Board of Anesthesiology or the American Osteopathic Board of 
Anesthesiology, or who was made a Fellow of the American College of Anesthesiology before 1972. 

Approved? acceptable to the authority having 
jurisdiction. 



Authority Having Jurisdiction? an organization, office, or individual responsible for approving equipment, 
an installation, or a procedure. 

Certified Nurse Midwife? an advanced practice registered nurse as defined by R.S. 37:913.  Certified 
Registered Nurse Anesthetist? an advanced practice registered nurse as defined by R.S. 37:913.  Cessation 
of Business? when a hospital stops providing services to the community. 

Chief Executive Officer (CEO)/Administrator? The person responsible for the operation of the hospital 
commensurate with the authority conferred by the governing body. 

Clinical Nurse Specialist? an advanced practice registered nurse as defined by R.S. 37:913.  Department? 
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals. 

Governing Body? the board of trustees, owner or person(s) designated by the owner with ultimate 
authority and responsibility (both moral and legal) for the management, control, conduct and functioning of 
the hospital. 

Hospital? any institution, place, building, or agency, public or private, whether for profit or not, 
maintaining and operating facilities, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, having 10 licensed beds or more, 
properly staffed and equipped for the diagnosis, treatment and care of persons admitted for overnight stay 
or longer who are suffering from illness, injury, infirmity or deformity or other physical or mental 
condition for which medical, surgical and/or obstetrical services would be available and appropriate. This 
term hospital does not include the following: a. physicians’ offices, clinics or programs where patients are 
not kept as bed patients for 24 hours or more; b. nursing homes providing intermediate and/or skilled care 
as defined by and regulated under the provisions of R.S. 40:2009-2009.23; c. persons, schools, institutions 
or organizations engaged in the care and treatment of the mentally retarded and which are required to be 
licensed by the provisions of R.S. 28:421-427; d. hospitalization or care facilities maintained by the state at 
any of its penal or correctional institutions; e. hospitalization or care facilities maintained by the federal 
government or agencies thereof; f. infirmaries or clinics maintained solely by any college or university 
exclusively for treatment of faculty, students and employees. 

Note: Facilities under 10 beds shall not be licensed as a hospital and shall not care for patients overnight 
unless authorized to do so under another state law. 

Hospital Record? a compilation of the reports of the various clinical departments within a hospital, as well 
as reports from health care providers, as are customarily catalogued and maintained by the hospital medical 
records department. Hospital records include reports of procedures such as X-rays and electrocardiograms, 
but they do not include the image or graphic matter produced by such procedures, according to state law. 

Immediate and Serious Threat? a crisis situation in which the health and safety of patients is at risk. It is a 
deficient practice which indicates the operator’s inability to furnish safe care and services, although it may 
not have resulted in actual harm. The threat of probable harm is real and important and could be perceived 
as something which will result in potentially severe temporary or permanent injury, disability or death. 

Licensed Bed? an adult and/or pediatric bed set up or capable of being set up within 24 hours in a hospital 
for the use of patients, based upon bedroom criteria expressed in these standards. Labor, delivery, newborn 
bassinets, emergency and recovery room beds are excluded. 

Licensed Independent Practitioner? a person who is approved by his board for independent practice and 
who is approved by the medical staff and credentialed and approved by the Governing Board. 
 
Licensed Nuclear Medicine Technologist? any person licensed to practice nuclear medicine technology by 
the Louisiana State Radiologic Technology Board of Examiners.   

Licensed Practical Nurse? any person licensed to practice practical nursing and who is licensed to practice 
by the Louisiana State Board of Practical Nurse Examiners.   

Licensed Radiation Therapy Technologist? any person licensed to practice radiation therapy technology 
by the Louisiana State Radiologic Technology Board of Examiners.   



Licensed Radiographer? any person licensed to practice general radiography by the Louisiana State 
Radiologic Technology Board of Examiners. 

Minor Alteration? repair or replacement of building materials and equipment with materials and 
equipment of a similar type that does not diminish the level of construction beyond that which existed prior 
to the alteration. This does not include any alteration to the “functionality” or original design of the 
construction. (For example, normal maintenance, re-roofing, painting, wallpapering, asbestos removal, and 
changes to the electrical and mechanical systems.) 
 
Monolithic Ceiling Construction? a continuous membrane ceiling composed of plaster or gypsum 
wallboard, but not moveable or “lay-in” ceiling tiles.  Neonatal? newborn immediately succeeding birth 
and continuing through the first 28 days of life.  New Constru ction? any of the following started after 
March 1, 1995: 

a. new buildings to be used as a hospital; b. additions to existing buildings to be used as a hospital; c. 
conversions of existing buildings or portions thereof for use as a hospital; d. alterations other than minor 
alterations to an existing hospital; 

Nurse Practitioner? an advanced practice registered nurse as defined by R.S. 37:913. 

Nurses Call System? a system that audibly transmits calls electronically from its place of origin (the 
patient’s bed) to the place of receipt (the nurses’ station).  Observation Bed/Unit? outpatient service in 
which patients are admitted for a period of no longer than 24 hours for observation. After 24 hours, the 
patient must be admitted, transferred or discharged. This outpatient unit must not provide acute care 
nursing. A registered nurse must be on site while there are patients in this unit.  Office of the Secretary? 
office of the person serving as the Secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals.  Off-Site Campus? 
all premises on which hospital services (inpatient and/or outpatient) are provided and that are not adjoining 
to the main hospital buildings or grounds.  An off-site campus must be located within 50 miles of the main 
hospital campus. 

Organ? a human kidney, liver, heart, lung or pancreas.  Radiologist? a doctor of medicine or osteopathy 
who is qualified by education and experience in radiology.  Registered Dietitian? a dietitian who is 
qualified based on registration by the Commission on Dietetic Registration of the American Dietetic 
Association and licensing by the Louisiana Board of Examiners in Dietetics and Nutrition.  Registered 
Nurse? any person licensed to practice nursing by the Louisiana State Board of Nursing.  Unit Definition? 
a licensed patient room. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Office of the 
Secretary, LR 13:246 (April 1987), amended by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the 
Secretary, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 21:177 (February 1995), LR 29:2400 (November 
2003). 
 

Subchapter E. Radiologic Services 
§9361. General Provisions 

A. The hospital shall maintain, or have available through written contract, radiologic services according to 
the needs of the patients. If therapeutic services are also provided, they, as well as the diagnostic services, 
shall meet professionally approved standards for safety and personnel qualifications. The hospital shall 
comply with periodic inspections by the Department of Environmental Quality, Radiation Protection 
Division and shall promptly correct any identified hazards. 

B. Radiologic services shall be supervised by a qualified radiologist on either a full-time, part-time or 
consulting basis. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, 
Bureau of Health Services Financing LR 21:177 (February 1995), amended LR 29:2412 (November 2003). 



§9363. Safety 
A. The radiologic services, particularly ionizing radiology, shall adopt written policies and procedures to 
provide for the safety and health of patients and hospital personnel. The policies and procedures shall be 
available to all staff in the radiology department. At a minimum, the policies and procedures shall cover the 
following: 

1. shielding for patients, personnel and facilities; 
2. storage, use and disposal of radioactive materials; 
3. periodic inspection of equipment and handling of identified hazards; 
4. periodic checks by exposure meters or test badges on radiation workers;5. radiologic services provided 
on the orders of practitioners with clinical privileges or other practitioners authorized by the medical staff 
and the governing body to order the service; and 6. managing medical emergencies in the radiologic 
department. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, 
Bureau of Health Services Financing LR 21:177 (February 1995), amended LR 29:2413 (November 2003). 

§9365. Personnel 
A. A qualified full-time, part-time, or consulting radiologist must supervise the ionizing radiology services 
and must interpret only those radiologic tests that are determined by the medical staff to require a 
radiologist’s specialized knowledge. The radiologist shall have clinical privileges delineated by the medical 
staff.  B. Only personnel who are registered and/or licensed in the appropriate radiologic technology 
modality or category by the Louisiana State Radiologic Technology Board of Examiners and designated as 
qualified by the medical staff may use the radiologic equipment and administer procedures under the 
direction of a physician. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, 
Bureau of Health Services Financing LR 21:177 (February 1995), amended LR 29:2413 (November 2003). 

§9367. Records 
A. Radiologic reports shall be signed by the practitioner who reads and interprets them. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, 
LR 13:246 (April 1987), amended LR 21:177 (February 1995), LR 29:2413 (November 2003). 

Subchapter N. Nuclear Medicine Services (Optional) 
§9457. General Provisions 

A. If the hospital provides nuclear medicine services or contracts for the services, those services must meet 
the needs of the patients in accordance with acceptable standards of practice and be provided in a safe and 
effective manner. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, 
Bureau of Health Services Financing LR 21:177 (February 1995), amended LR 29:2422 (November 2003). 

§9459. Organization and Staffing 
A. The organization of the nuclear medicine services shall be appropriate to the scope and complexity of 
the services offered. There shall be a director who is a doctor of medicine or osteopathy qualified in nuclear 
medicine and named in the Department of Environmental Quality, Radiation Protection Division 
radioactive material license as authorized to use radioactive materials in humans.  B. Nuclear medicine 
services shall be ordered only by a practitioner whose scope of federal or state licensing and defined staff 
privileges allow such referrals.  C. The performance of nuclear medicine diagnostic procedures and the 



administration of radioactive material to humans may be accomplished only by the licensed physician 
practitioner or by the licensed nuclear medicine technologist. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: promulgated in accordance with R.S.40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, 
Bureau of Health Services Financing LR 21:177 (February 1995), amended LR 29:2422 (November 2003). 

§9461. Delivery of Service 
A. Radioactive materials shall be prepared, labeled, used, transported, stored and disposed of in accordance 
with acceptable standards of practice. 

B. In-house preparation of radiopharmaceuticals shall be by, or under the supervision of an appropriately 
trained registered pharmacist or a doctor of medicine or osteopathy whose use of radioactive materials is 
authorized in the facility’s Department of Environmental Quality, Radiation Protection Division radioactive 
material license.  C. There shall be proper storage and disposal of radioactive materials. If clinical 
laboratory tests are performed in the nuclear medicine service, the service shall meet the requirements for 
clinical laboratories with respect to management, adequacy of facilities, proficiency testing and quality 
control. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, 
Bureau of Health Services Financing LR 21:177 (February 1995), amended LR 29:2422 (November 2003). 

§9463. Facilities 
A. Equipment and supplies shall be appropriate for the types of nuclear medicine services offered and shall 
be maintained for safe and efficient performance.  B. The equipment shall be maintained in safe operating 
condition, and inspected, tested, and calibrated at least annually by qualified personnel. The nuclear 
medicine service shall have and follow a preventive maintenance schedule. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, 
Bureau of Health Services Financing LR 21:177 (February 1995), amended LR 29:2422 (November 2003). 

§9465. Records 
A. The hospital shall maintain signed and dated reports of nuclear medicine interpretations, consultations 
and procedures. The hospital shall maintain copies of nuclear medicine reports in accordance with the 
retention requirement specified in Subchapter H, Medical Record Services. 

B. The practitioner approved by the medical staff and authorized by the facility’s Department of 
Environmental Quality, Radiation Protection Division radioactive material license to interpret diagnostic 
procedures shall sign and date the interpretations of these tests. 

C. The hospital shall maintain records of the receipt and disposition of radiopharmaceuticals. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.40:2100-2115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, 
Bureau of Health Services Financing LR 21:177 (February 1995), amended LR 29:2422 (November 2003). 
 
 


